
Godly Voting 
Pastor Z is not going to tell you for whom or what to vote, but he will give you some advice for how to make 
Godly decisions when you are voting.  
 

2 Kings 21:1-2, 9 “Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-
five years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hephzibah. 2 And he did what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, according to the despicable practices of the nations whom the Lord drove out before 
the people of Israel… 9 But they did not listen, and Manasseh led them astray to do more evil than 
the nations had done whom the Lord destroyed before the people of Israel.” 

 

Speaking and Silent  
In the last few years there has been a lot written and spoken concerning how a Christian should be politically 

) 
is a mouthpiece of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and God’s Word. Our priority is sin and forgiveness in Christ, not 
politics! However, God’s Word does show us, especially with the third use of the Law (guide) how we are  
supposed to live and vote. A congregation is not a political platform, so we Lutherans should never endorse 
one candidate or party over another, but the pastor or the congregation should speak God’s Law and Gospel 
so that it might be directly applied to the political sins of our nation and its people. It is a fine line to walk but 
a necessary distinction and application of Law and Gospel in our country today.  
 

Political Problem  
Every election year, there is an escalation of wickedness in our American politics. Where once it was just   
verbal mudslinging, it has now risen to extreme party polarization, polling manipulation, assassination 
attempts, and loss of rights under the Constitution. In my lifetime, parties and professionals in politics have 

 
legislature and candidates. There is somewhat of a sliding scale of civil righteousness in most candidates and 
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legislation that makes it difficult to easily decide. However, I have found some rules of thumb that can help a 
Christian vote better.  
 

Gift of Political Freedom  
Christians in the United States are given an exceedingly great gift of our freedoms and democracy. Many of our 
brothers and sisters in other nations around the world get no say in how they are governed. I strongly urge all 
Christians to vote using God’s Word to effect change in our nation and world.  
Two Kingdoms  
It is also important to note that our country is not a theocracy but a worldly democracy. We are not parallel 
with the kingdom of Israel the Old Testament. Christians live in two Kingdoms today, the Kingdom of the Right 
(righteous in Christ) and the Kingdom of the Left (civil worldly states). Christians living in the Kingdom of the 
Right are scattered throughout the world in various Kingdoms of the Left. We can effect Godly change in our 
countries, but we must realize our ultimate citizenship is in heaven, our King is Jesus, and we live by His Word 
personally even if our country does not.  
 

First and Foremost  
One difficulty for some Christians is to acknowledge that we are bound as slaves of Christ to live our lives, vote, 
and promote God’s Word, especially the 10 Commandments and the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Law and Gospel). 
There are many American Christians, even Lutherans, who have compartmentalized their beliefs to vote in    
opposition to God’s Word. People don’t know God’s Word, so they vote for whatever pleases them rather than 
through Christian discernment upholding God’s Word. Sometimes American Christians are just caught up in the 
sinful struggle of knowing what we should be doing in voting but succumbing to the sinful desires of our flesh 
and society. The second table of the Law is a great guideline as to how we should love our neighbor personally 
and as a nation. This also gives us a sense of prioritization as the 5th Commandment has a greater prioritization 
over the 7th Commandment. One commandment is before another, and one commandment flows to another 
making prioritization a little easier to view.  
 

Salvation and Vocation  
 

between their personal belief/practice of righteousness in Christ and their vocation of leading people. We 
would hope that a Christian candidate would live, lead, and vote according to God’s Word, but as with all sinful 
people, there will be problems of daily living in Christ’s righteousness. We must separate issues of personal sin 
and salvation and then focus on their vocation of leader which in some cases might not reflect their personal 
belief or religion.  
 

Enforce, Promote, Ambivalent  
 

or wickedness. Does a candidate want to enforce righteousness in our laws? (This is rare but could happen in 
something like a Godly marriage law.) Do they want to promote righteousness? (This can happen more often 
and are usually boundary laws for stealing, adultery, etc. Removing or minimizing a sinful option can also fall 
under this category.) Are they ambivalent, letting people do their own way? (This is many times a libertarian 
approach but often sinful people in mass can do horrendously sinful things so complete ambivalence can be 
detrimental. Hence why we have legislature in the first place.) Do they promote wickedness? (A good example 
is a candidate that is in favor of killing children in abortion because of some philosophy they have.) Or in the 
worst case, do they want to enforce wickedness? (This is the case when the governing authorities want to force 
you to disobey God. It is rare but can happen as with the Apostles and the Sanhedrin in Acts.) As our above 

or laws that promote or enforce wickedness as sin can become very rampant in our society.  
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Verify, Verify, Verify  

 Candidates and parties can misdirect questions or difficulties with their platforms and agendas. 
However, there are a lot of good resources out there for Christians to hear how candidates speak, and how 
legislation is written from a Word perspective. None of these are the ultimate definition of candidates and 
legislation (trust then verify) but together they can help paint a truer picture. Be sure to read their questions 
and answers carefully to 

 like www.Christianvoterguide.com, www.ivoterguide.com, and things from the 
American Family Association. And in the end, take a little more time to verify again so that you are as close to 
the truth about the issues as possible.  
 

Candidate Application  
Take a presidential candidate for example, after removing their past sins and their personal belief, when they 
speak about their agendas are they enforcing or promoting wickedness against what God’s Word says? Are 
they just ambivalent? Do they promote or even want to enforce righteousness according to God’s Word? I 
usually look at the first part of the second table of the Law (4, 5, and 6) and see how well the candidate     
promotes or enforces wickedness or righteousness. According to this litmus test a good candidate usually  
rises to the top and poor ones will sink to the bottom.  
 

Legislative Application  
Take the topic of abortion, especially with the current proposed legislation of Colorado Amendment 79. It 

 in our state by allowing more abortions (5th Commandment issues) rather than trying to restrain 
them. When a Christian uses God’s Word through the above consideration it makes seemingly grey politics 
more black and white.  
 

With All Else Being Equal  
When using God’s Word to help define how we vote, there are many candidates and legislature that fall out 
of our voting freedom and some rise to the top. However, there might be a few candidates or pieces of      
legislature that move into the realm of wisdom or best practice. I then try to look at the consequences 
(intended or unintended) of legislation or the spoken/written agendas of candidates. Usually, one or another 
rises above the rest. And finally, when all else is equal, I reach out to the Body of Christ to seek their wisdom 
in voting and their perspective on these matters. Try also praying for the Holy Spirit to remind you of God’s 
Word when you go into the voting booth!  
 

Elect to Elect  
God has chosen and elected you in Christ by His Grace and Will to live in this time and place. We have a joy to 
be involved in our government process and a Christian duty to vote and act according to God’s Word for the 
furtherance of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. So, please go out and vote accordingly!  
 
Under the King voting for our country,  
Pastor Zillinger  
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Worship Schedule 
 

The BoLM has decided to continue with one worship 

 a 
Blended service, and a Contemporary service with 
just contemporary music. Beginning November 3  

 with 
education time in between:  
 

8 a.m. -  Hymnal liturgy and hymns with the organ 
9:15 a.m. - Short "grab and go" refreshments in Hiller 
Hall 
9:30 a.m. - Christian Education Hour (Sunday School/
Adult Bible Study) 
10:30 a.m. - Food and Fellowship in Hiller Hall  
11 a.m. - Creative Worship liturgy and songs and 
hymns led by the worship team 
 

Prayer Room in Room 223 
Our congregational focus this year is on prayer. 
Come in to our prayer room anytime during business 
hours to find a quiet place to pray. Gail Neal would 
like to  invite you to join her on Tuesdays at 1:30 
p.m. 

country, and others.  
 

Special Anniversary  
Recognition | October 6 
If you have celebrated a special anniversary 
(1,5,10,15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, and 50 years or 
more) in July, August, or September, we invite you 
to be recognized during worship on October 6th. We 
usually do this on 5th Sundays of the month, but   
because of the celebration of Confirmation on      
September 29th, we are doing our anniversary  
recognition one week later. Please contact Christine 
at 719-596-0661 or christineb@holycrosscs.org with 
your name by October 3.  

October Worship 

Sundays 
Join us in person or online on YouTube or Facebook 
to worship Jesus at 9 a.m. on Sundays. Communion is 
offered at all services.    
 

October 6: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost;      
Special Anniversary Recognition [Blended Worship] 
Pastor Zillinger; "Why Marriage"; Genesis 2:18-25; 
Hebrews 2:1-18; Mark 10:2-16 
October 13: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost; 
LWML Officer Installation [Traditional service] 
Pastor Zillinger; "Ages Past, Years to Come"; Amos 5:6
-7, 10-15; Psalm 90; Hebrews 3:12-19; Mark 10:17-22 
October 20: Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
[Contemporary service] 
Pastor Zillinger; 
October 27: Reformation Day [Blended service] 
Pastor Zillinger;   
 

Our nursery is open for children under 4 during   
Sunday services and Sunday School. Children 3+ and 
potty trained can attend Sunday School  
 

All Saints' Sunday Banners  
Sign Up Now 
All Saints' Sunday is November 3. We are honored 
each year to read the names and make banners for 
loved ones who have passed between November 1, 
2023 and now during both services. If you want a 
name read and/or a banner made, please sign up at 
the Ministry Center or call the church office 719-596-
0661 by October 27.   
 

Altar Flowers 
The 2024 sign up sheet is on the copy room door if 

 
birthday, or other event or to remember someone 
who has passed, or just because. Cost is $25. You may 
take the arrangement home after the service. We ask 
that the flower container be returned to the office 
when the flowers are done. 
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Wednesday Night 
· 5—5:45 p.m. Meal and salad bar, free will offering 

· 6—7 p.m. Classes for all ages  

There will be NO Meal and Classes on October 9 for Fall Break.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Classes for all ages 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheranism 101 (adult confirmation) and New Member Class 
Lutheranism 101 is set to begin in September for people who wish to  join Holy Cross from a non-LCMS    
background or for people who just want a  refresher. Our new member class for people who wish to join by 
transfer or who have completed  Lutheranism 101, will take place in January. Please reach out to Christine if 
you need more information. christineb@holycrosscs.org  or 719-596-0661. 
 

Kids and Youth Activity and Medical Release Form 
It’s that time of the year to fill out the 2024-2025 Activity and Medical Release Form. This form must be filled 
out once per year and serves as your activity and medical release for all classes and activities at Holy Cross. 
Thank you for taking the time to fill it out!  

Class Title/Level Location Teacher 

Leaning on Jesus (adult, co-ed) Room 102 Richelle Hecker 

The Chosen (adult, co-ed video study) Fireside Room Rick Waters 

6th grade affirmation Room 210 Carl Miedich 

7th/8th grade affirmation Hiller Hall Pastor Zillinger 

High School Youth Room 
David Wickert/Michelle 
Mueller 

Children Rooms 213 and 225 DCE Lizz 

Nursery (under 4 ) Nursery Trained nursery workers 

Class Title/Level Location Teacher 

The Creeds (adult) Sanctuary Pastor Zillinger 

Lutheranism 101 (adult) Fireside Room Vern Gillette 

High School Youth Room Chris and Heather Abatelli 

Middle School Room 210 Jim Waldron 

Preschool/Kindergarten Room 213  

1st/ 2nd Grade Room 222  

3rd-5th Grade Room 225  

Nursery (under 4 ) Nursery Trained nursery workers 

mailto:christineb@holycrosscs.org


Midweek Adult Classes 
 The Study of Mark (co-ed) meets on Mondays 

at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Led by Wayne & Lisa 
Gayler. 

 Hebrews (women’s study) meets on Mondays at 
1:30 p.m. via Zoom. Led by Gail Neal. 

 Hebrews (men’s study) meets on Thursdays at 6 
a.m. at Wade’s Café. Led by Neil Ridenour. 

 Max Lucado books (women’s study) meets on 
Thursdays at 9 a.m. via Zoom. Led by Connie 
Bond. 

 Bible Study-Acts (co-ed) meets on Thursdays at 
10 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  

 Theology on Tap (men’s study)  meets on the 
fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 
Trinity Brewing (4630 Forge Rd.) Please call 
Carl Miedich (618) 780-3139 for more             
information. 

 

Join us for the Fall Festival  
October 26, 4-6 p.m.  
Invite your friends and neighbors! Come for trunk 
or treat, crafts, games, and bounce houses. 
 

You Can Help! 
Volunteer for one of a variety of stations. 
 Sign up your ministry to host a trunk or other 

activity. 
 Sign up as an individual or family to host a 

trunk or other activity.  
 Donate individually wrapped candy at the 

Ministry Center.  
Sign up at the Ministry Center or contact Lizz at 
Lizzm@holycrosscs.org.  
 

Never Alone | October 12, 10 a.m. 
Any women looking for Christian fellowship are      
invited to attend gatherings in the Fireside Room. 
We will share a devotion followed by fellowship 
time. 

 if desired. If you have any questions 
please call Lorrie at 719-360-2272. 

Holy Cross Lutheran School 
Run to Jesus! 
 

With the arrival of autumn, we are very busy. This 
month we will be hosting another family event, a 
hearing screening for preschoolers, community 
helper volunteer presentations, preschool Parent 
Teacher Conferences, and a week of the All-Day 
program to accommodate Thomas MacLaren’s fall 
break. Our school theme this year ‘Run to Jesus’ 
will help remind us to find our strength in Jesus 
during all these events. 
 

Help: We are still in need of walkers and recess 
help. Please prayerfully consider helping the school 
in one of these capacities. 
 

As we enter the cold and flu season, we are thank-
ful for your prayers for good health in the school.  
Mona Book, School Director  
 

Hear ye, hear ye! You are invited to 

attend the Reformation Party on Sunday, October 
27 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. This is an event for ALL 
ages and will take the 

Children 5th grade and under MUST attend with an 
adult. This year, we will be learning about the 
hymns of Martin Luther. I hope to see you there!  
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Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World 
 

Upcoming Events 
 Mites Sunday is the third Sunday of each month 

 at 
the Ministry Center.  

 LWML Sunday: Oct 13 (Installation of officers); 
Everyone is encouraged to wear purple.  

 Holiday RADA knife sales begin in mid-October.  

 Voters’ Meeting Meal—October 20th from 11:30
-12:45, pulled pork sandwich meal 

 

We'd Love to Have You Join an LWML Circle 
 Sarah Circle - 2nd Mondays at 10 a.m. in Fireside 

the Sacrament throughout Scripture by Richard 
Davenport 

 Joy Circle - 3rd Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Hiller 
Hall. Study: From the LWML Quarterly 

 Deborah Circle-  
Room/Zoom. Study: God's Relentless Love - A 
Study of Hosea by Sharma Fritz  

 Esther Circle - Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. ON 
HIATUS UNTIL MID-OCTOBER 

Book Bank 
 

 
books 

 ages 3 to 9. Books may be dropped off at 
the front office during the week or at the Ministry 
Center on Sunday mornings after worship. If you 
wish to make a targeted monetary contribution for 
this effort we would be quite grateful. Thank you for 
your support! For more information, contact  Dan 
Szarke at szarke@yahoo.com. 

Sign Up to be in the Christmas 
Musical For Kindergarten 
through 12th grade 
It's the most wonderful time of the year! Time for our 
Christmas musical!! This year's musical, We Three 
Spies, is one of intrigue, spies and, of course, the birth 

wait to get started.   
We will have our first rehearsal on Oct. 13th with   
practices scheduled Sunday after church. The            
performances are tentatively planned for December 
14th and 15th. I will have cd's to give to your children 
shortly so you can start listening to them on repeat! 
 

If you have any questions please contact Michelle:  
michellem@holycrosscs.org 
Go to https://holycrosscs.churchcenter.com/people/
forms/821232 to sign up your child. Please fill out one 
form per child so that we know which child would like 
what level of part.  

Food Pantry 
 

 
 

October needs:  boxed cereal, Progresso  Soup, instant 
potatoes.  We can also accept meat, eggs and dairy 
products such as butter, yogurt, and milk if you bring 
them in during office hours so they can be refrigerated 
promptly. 
 

If you would like to help in the food pantry, contact Kelly 
Carter at foodpantryhc@gmail.com  or Gail Youngmeyer 

 
positions as well as behind-the-scenes role. 
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Volunteer Help Wanted 

 
is shortly before and after service/s. Sign up for as 
many or few Sundays as you like. Email Kelly for 
more info: kellycrih@yahoo.com. 
 

Greeters: We need 3, one each for the west, north, 
and east doors. We would love to have couples 
greet together. You need to arrive 15 minutes    
before service. Any questions contact Cheryl 
Dempsey or Bev Smith. 
 

Ushers: We would love men, women, and teens to 
help greet and seat people at worship. Beginning 
in November, we will be in need of people for the 
11:00 service in particular. 

. 

 

Coffee Fellowship: We have a coordinator, but we 
need more hands to help with set up and clean up 

 

 

Choir: Need new and returning singers. Practice 
begins on October 10th at 7:15 p.m. in the choir 

Be a Sockstar! Knock Our 
Socks Off! 
For this year's Thanksgiving Basket giveaway, we 
are going to give out socks in addition to holiday 
food. Please help by donating new clean socks. All 
sizes, colors, and varieties will be accepted. Look 
for a drop-off at the Ministry Center. 
 

Stitchin' Servants  October 19 
 

This group usually meets on the third Saturday of 
each month at 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Honduras Mission News 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is located in      
Comayaguela, Honduras. Each year since 2021, Holy 
Cross has visited this site to share the love of Jesus 
through a VBS for the neighborhood children. Good 
Shepherd is a member of the Lutheran Church   
Missouri Synod (LCMS) and is aided by the LCMS 
Missions in Latin America and the Caribbean.       
Besides faithful ministry to the neighborhood, the 
staff there runs the Lead a Child program. Lead a 
Child is a program designed to assist the children of 
the neighborhood with education and spiritual    
development and care. Recently, the Director of the 
Lead a Child program visited the staff and children 
of Good Shepherd. What a blessing they are to their 
community! Please keep Good Shepherd in your 
prayers.  

Honduras Coffee 
Delicious coffee from the fields of our friends in 
Honduras is still available at the Ministry Center.  
The cost is $8 per bag and we have ground and 
whole bean available. Our goal is to sell out of our 
remaining 275 bags before the team goes back to 
Honduras in March. You may contact Jeff or Lorrie 
Faunce at fauncej@comcast.net for purchase or 
more details.  
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Thanksgiving Baskets and  

Christmas Giving Tree 
Thanksgiving - Our annual Thanksgiving meal   
giveaway for the community will be on Saturday 
November 23. If you'd like to donate money     
towards the cost of the basket, you can donate 
with a check in the offering indicating Thanksgiving 
baskets or give online. The approximate cost of 
each basket is $25, but any amount helps. Contact 

 
719-459-0044 or jenniferseeley@hotmail.com 
 

Giving Tree -  We are partnering with local schools 
and Mosaic to provide Christmas gifts to children in 
need and adults with disabilities. If you'd like to 
donate, the Giving Tree will be up in November 
with gift requests. You can also leave the shopping 
to us and donate in the offering plate to "Christmas 
Giving Tree" or give online. We spend $30 on each 
gift/gift card, but any amount helps. Reach out to 
Michelle Wingert if you need more information. 
wingertmk@gmail.com or 719-439-6159. 

Community Garden 
 

Dear Holy Cross Members, 
 

Vern and I have overseen the community garden now 
for about 5 years. Due to health reasons, I am going 
to have to stop being a part of the garden. We are 
praying that someone or a group of people step up to 
run the garden. This past summer we had 8 garden-
ers, most of them not Holy Cross members. We made 
a lot of repairs in the last 2 years to the beds. If no 
one from the Church steps up to lead it may be time 
to allow a community member to run the garden. 
Please pray with us on this matter and consider this 
volunteer position. We help a lot of families, and I  
believe it is a great ministry to our community. 
 

Trish and Vern Gillette  

B-I-N-G-O | October 12 at 5 p.m.  
Bring a donation of individually wrapped candy for 
the fall festival and have some fun and fellowship 
with the FUN Committee and members and friends. 
Feel free to bring a snack to share or your dinner.   
Invite a friend or neighbor!  
 

Scrapbooking Group | October 19  
Bring your scrapbooking or other projects to work on 
while we fellowship and create. We usually meet the 
third Saturday of the month at 10 a.m. in Fireside 

719-638-6874 or janetgrangruth@msn.com.  

Alissa Bernabei Music 
and DCE  
Scholarship  
First Recipient  
Announced 
 

Rileigh Watts is the very first person to be awarded 
the Alisa Bernabei Music and DCE Scholarship. 
Rileigh, her parents Joel & Chelsea, and two younger 
brothers were members at Holy Cross from 2014-
2022. This past summer she interned at Family of 
Christ in Monument. She is attending Concordia    
University Nebraska as a Christian Education        
Leadership and Theology major; this will get Rileigh 
her DCE certification when she graduates.   
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Holy Cross Armed Forces  Ministry 
 

Upcoming Events:  
 

 Military Women's Coffee Group – Join other Military Moms/Women/
Spouses for a fun casual coffee group on the first Tuesday of each 
month. This month's coffee is on October 1 at 9:30 a.m. in Hiller Hall. 
Come join the fun and fellowship. Childcare is provided and children are always welcome.  

 Armed Forces Activities – 
We are inviting the entire congregation to the potluck to help us celebrate all those who make the 

day so special. As a special treat, our very own Chaplain Benjamin Riley will be conducting both services 
 

and serve both our Lord and our country at the same time. Details will be provided in upcoming             
announcements, church bulletins and our bulletin board. Mark the date and plan now to attend! Also 
check next month’s Newsletter.    

 

Roster Updates: 
Email us at holycrossafmc@gmail.com if your address, email, or phone number has recently changed, or if 
you would like to be added/removed from the roster.  
 

Who We Serve: 
We are dedicated to those who have served or are currently on active duty and their family members 
(including Gold Star families). We invite you to experience fellowship, outreach, Bible study, and support  
services.  
 

Where to Find Us: 
Find us on Facebook at 
bulletin board located outside room 102 for information, highlighted events, and the quarterly spotlighted 
person or family. 

Young Adult Game Night  
at Immanuel   October 4 
 

Young adults (ages 18-39) are welcome to join us in 
the fellowship hall at 6:30 p.m. the first Friday of 
each month for a game night.  Feel free to bring 

 Text or call 
Becky Fisher at (254) 747-0016. 
 

Young At Heart |Oct 7 at 11:30 am 
 

 October 7—Lunch at Olive Garden 

 Immanuel Lutheran Church.      
Program by Lynette Kemp "Adopted as a Child: A 
woman returns to Korea in search of her birth     
family." Meal provided by Rodger.  
 

For more information regarding Young at Heart 
please call, text or leave a message on Larry 
Schumm’s phone, 567-259-9559. 
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